United Nations Office of Outer Space
Affairs (UNOOSA) 2070
Specialized Committee

Background Guide
Chair: Yanni Aknine
Co-Chair: Aimen Sajid
Staffers: Neha Chandran, Sarah Trainer
Longfellow Model United Nations Conference - APril 17, 2021

UNOOSA 2070 - LFMUNC I

Introduction
Following the atrocities of World War I and II, the United Nations was established as a
global, unified force to prevent the recurrence of these appalling events. For nearly a century,
even through the Cold War, these nations respected the fundamental core principles of the United
Nations and vowed to remain peaceful. Even as nations rapidly expanded their nuclear arsenals,
not a single nuclear bomb was dropped since August 9th, 1945.
In 2070, the nuclear weapon industry resurfaced and a new cold war began; this time
between China and the United States. Nuclear arsenals are larger, more expansive, and more
lethal than ever before. The primary motive of this cold war is extraterrestrial expansion. “Space
colonization,” as it has been called, has become the dawning of a new era—an era where Earth
may no longer be needed. Now, the efforts of Earth's nations have been focused towards the
establishment of colonies on the Moon and Mars.
It started in the year 2031, when SpaceX, a private space corporation owned by American
Billionaire Elon Musk, launched the shuttle Starship to Mars for a temporary research initiative,
complete with a 4 person crew (two of whom died along the way). Following SpaceX’s mission,
which mostly failed in finding tangible scientific resources, the China Space Administration
launched an unmanned robotic mission to establish a Chinese Martian Base with the
MONKE-129301 Spacecraft. For the most part, Operation MONKE-129301 was a successful
mission, launched primarily in preparation for future missions; but, most importantly, the
spacecraft served as an assertion of China’s place in the international Martian Space Race.
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The Terraforming of Mars
Two years ago, in 2068, Aleksandre Chekhov was appointed as the president of the
Russian Federation. A slight megalomaniac, Chekhov devoted himself to neo-authoritarian
capitalism, setting democracy back by over half a century. He believed that by re-adapting the
Soviet Union in a ‘capitalist’ form, Russia could reclaim their position as a military superpower.
Throughout the course of two years, he spread his beliefs throughout the former Soviet nations,
as well as the remains of the North Korean citadel. Within a year, all nations had agreed to once
again join the Union. All nations, that is, with one exception. A close ally to the United States,
the Czech Republic refused to rejoin the New Soviets. Later that year, the New Soviets invaded
the Czech Republic, as well as Hungary, Austria, and Bulgaria–close allies to the Republic.
After formally withdrawing from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the
United States and the United Kingdom did not want to get involved with this dispute. However,
on November 9th, 2069, the New Soviet Union released a nation-wide denial of service attack on
the United States, temporarily shutting down all servers for 48 hours, formally initiating a sense
of global animosity—one that very likely may lead to a World War III.
Currently, as of February 15, 2070, a cold war is in full rage, with the US and Russia
assembling nuclear weapons to be readily launched in seconds if needed. The Outer Space
Treaty, drafted in 1967, prohibited states from placing nuclear weapons in lunar or celestial orbit.
However, this treaty has been discarded as a symbol of primitive space legislation from an
irrelevant era. While most nations have not yet placed weapons in orbit, most nations with a
strong space agency have instituted space defense. With the growing advancement of outer space
technology, nations have started to look beyond space militarization. In order for a country to
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establish themselves as a superpower in the cold war, utilizing the full domain of outer space has
become crucial.

Lunar and Celestial Mining - The Space Age
In the beginning of 2070, the United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs was split into
two subcommittees: the Extraterrestrial Threat and Response Council (ETRC) and the Lunar and
Celestial Mining Committee (LCMC). While these subcommittees work separately, a “checks
and balances” system has been established, in order to achieve maximum productivity and
minimum corruption. The advancement of technology has resulted in the rush for celestial
territory, as well as outer space minerals and resources, leading to full-fledged space
industrialization. With corporations worldwide racing to accumulate raw materials from space to
increase their military power in the cold war, nations realised it was crucial to expand their
territory to the Moon.
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 states “Outer space is not subject to national
appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means.”
However, immediately after the Treaty was signed, it was disregarded across the board, as
military superpowers such as the United States and the New Soviet Union began claiming lunar
territory. In response to the surge in space militarization, cyberwarfare, and eventually even some
cases of bioterrorism, citizens began to feel a threat to their security.
More and more citizens began to take advantage of the interspace highway and rise of
interplanetary travel. Eventually, UNOOSA felt the need to create a third subcommittee:
Astronomical Terraforming. Soon, colonization of outer space shifted from exclusively military
purposes to commercial and recreational purposes. By mid 2070, the United States,
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China, New Soviet Union, India, and Japan had a fairly large population of lunar settlers.
However, overpopulation and federal security disadvantages on Earth lead to a question
of whether or not nations should begin the terraforming of Mars. With current technology, lunar
terraforming was simple enough, only having to modify the temperature and atmosphere. Most
of the colonies were made with sealed domes on the surface, with some military bases hidden
within craters or beneath the surface. However, with the vastly different topography and harsh
living conditions of Mars, terraforming has become far more of a challenge.
Recently, more prominent signs of extraterrestrial life have been discovered on Mars,
further raising questions as to whether it would be plausible to terraform the Red Planet. Ethical
matters have also become a concern, especially with the numerous unresolved issues back on
Earth—namely, the recent and disturbing actions of the neo-soviet Russian state and the USA.
Larger nations, amidst their costly terraformation quest, have become increasingly
negligent of the welfare of their citizens, particularly laborers, leading to massive strikes across
the world

Questions to Consider:
As you begin your researching, we encourage you consider the following questions:

1. Does your country believe that nation states should go forward and terraform Mars? If so,
what are the ethical, economic, and other challenges that pertain to astronomical
terraforming? How does your country plan on addressing these challenges?
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2. As a world war seems imminent, what is your country’s stance on the de facto
reformation of the Soviet Union? If your country is part of the New Soviet, I encourage
you to think about why your country decided to rejoin the Neo-Soviet bloc.
3. Should the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 be reinstated, continue to be discarded, or
reinstated with a few amendments considering the modern era?
4. How will the introduction of nuclear weapons affect not only the Earth, but other
astronomical bodies like the Moon and Mars?
5. Does your country support lunar or any celestial colonization? How about lunar/celestial
mining? Is your nation’s stance centered upon nationalized mining or corporate/privatized
mining and how much regulation should come with this new venture?
6. Should space continue as a domain for war or should UNOOSA work to prevent space
militarization? If so, how would this be implemented?
7. How does your country plan on combatting some of the growing issues on Earth?
(Overpopulation, climate change, potential war, etc.) and countering overly high radiation
exposure on the moon and mars?

We hope that after examining this background guide, you will be provided with adequate
guidance for your research. Remember, think out of the box. Creative solutions, as long as they
are actually implementable and inline with your nation’s policy, are preferred. Below, you will
find a list of space agencies and current (2070) descriptions. Make sure to align your ideas,
proposals, and points with your country’s aspects. Keeping a note of your country’s portfolio in
the international playing field will be essential.
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Bloc Descriptions

-

North America

Due to insufficient funding by the U.S. Government, NASA never was able to launch or develop
the Orion module, and the United States became primarily dependent on America’s domestic
space companies, particularly Blue Origin, SpaceX, Lockheed Martin, and Boeing. In 2070,
NASA also serves as the primary giver of research/scientific development grants. Even though it
is not actually developing space modules, NASA and the United States are still superpowers due
to being bound by contracts to its space corporations. Canada is widely dependent on NASA and
other space agencies for most of its extraterrestrial operations.

-

Russian Federation (Roscosmos)

After the collapse of the USSR in 1991, the Russian Federation entered a state of hebetude.
However, with their work in cyberintelligence and nuclear weaponry, they were still relevant on
the international stage. But only a couple years back, everything changed for Russia. With their
idealistic president, Chekhov painstakingly re-modeled their nation upon modern China and
established essentially what can accurately be called, a “neo-soviet state”, regaining their title as
a Cold War superpower. As for the context of space, Roscosmos has established a strong military
offence and defense, with the highest concentration of celestial and lunar resources globally.

-

South Asia

In the late 2050s, South Asia suffered several ecological disasters, destroying their geographical
infrastructure. These ecological disasters left South Asia in a state of mass
destruction, severely slowing down the economy. However, this in turn, caused
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several thousand citizens to relocate to the Moon. Currently, the whole of South Asia has
claimed more lunar territory than land on Earth. As for space militarization, South Asia is in
opposition to any form of space offence and strongly believes that space should only be used for
colonization and recreational purposes. Pakistan and India are still in conflict though, and after
the Kashmiri people voted on a merger with Pakistan, India has attempted to avenge their
domestic interests and destroy Pakistan, despite that no war between the two parties has occurred
just yet.

-

East Asia
East Asia has been a major power for hundreds of years, with dynasties and emperors.

But in the 21st century, East Asia’s power is more daunting than ever. An intense, now
authoritarian region, East Asia’s foreign policies lie in destroying democracy itself. With parallel
views to the neo-soviet bloc, many extraneous nations believe some nations from East Asia,
particularly China, might lend military support to the neo-soviet bloc if needed. The space
programs in East Asia are growing rapidly, with powerful orbital and rocketry infrastructure.
Now though, China is suffering from an unpredicted issue, underpopulation. To the exact
contrary of the situation faced a century ago, China’s population is steadily decreasing and the
Chinese economy has followed on the same path, but China is still a world leader and has
claimed more extraterrestrial territory than all other nations, only to be rivaled by the United
States.
North Korea now simply serves as a neocolony of China and the modern soviets. Japan
and South Korea, despite being strong allies of the European Union, have generally given up on
America and Britain as they become increasingly authoritarian, and have begun to work with the
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European Space Agency (ESA). With a new presidential administration, South Korea has turned
to Democratic Socialism, a sort of which resembles the policies of the long-gone American
mitten-wearer, Bernie Sanders. Under this administration, living conditions and average pay
have risen rapidly despite the prevalence of over population in such a small nation.

-

European Space Agency (ESA)
The EU formed a space agency early for resource extraction from asteroids, but many of

their probes crashed, and they've been largely unsuccessful with unmanned craft to distances
beyond the moon. The ESA strongly opposes corporatization of extraterrestrial territory, despite
supporting nationalized efforts to do the same. They only sent a single manned Martian mission,
which had 20 astronauts despite only 16 surviving. In a more concerning instance though, a
nuclear weapon launched from an unidentified location within the Asteroid belt blew up the EU’s
second and larger mission to Mars. In 2070, the EU mostly operates alone with the exception of
some partnerships with South Korea, Japan, and the African Union. The ESA firmly maintains a
critical view of space militarization and corporatization, and due to that belief it has cut off most
ties with Russia, the USA, and China.

-

African Union
As of February 15, 2070, the African Union remains the only continental union that

hasn’t yet achieved full outer space capabilities (astronauts, satellite operations, sounding
rockets, and recoverable biological sounding rockets) as a global space access inequity plagues
the Anthropocene world. However, as quality of life on Earth has diminished for most of the
other nations, all nations in Africa have an exceptional environment, with startling lower
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poverty rates, and general happiness overall. In fact, the quality of life in Africa is so good that
they have shown no interest in space colonization, terraforming, or celestial mining, with the
exception of minor efforts to counter desertification. African nations have been a neutral player
in the raging war, focused on improving life on Earth, rather than in space. In recent years, the
AU and the EU have become close international partners.

-

South America
South America is one of the most devastated places in the 2070 world, with a large

amount of pollution, and South American nations are in a rush to escape Earth. The South
American bloc is fully supportive of terraformation, and every nation supports corporatized
celestial mining, with the notable exception of Bolivia. Bolivia, now ruled by a Democratic
Socialist government, has ushered in an age of prosperity, with the #2 best happiness and living
conditions worldwide, only behind Sweden. However, South America as a whole is not in a good
place. Since the unregulated fall of the Amazon rainforest, many nations have become desperate.
Venezuela, Ecuador, and Paraguay have essentially become neo-soviet puppet states, solely
serving the interests of neo-soviet Russia. Brazil has become a haven for the global far right, ever
since neo-nazi Jair Bolsonaro came into power 51 years ago. Chile and Argentina have become
strong allies of the United States and have attempted to work with NASA in launching a Mars
operation.

-

Arabia & The Near East
All dictatorships on the Arabian peninsula have been strong supporters of the United
States for decades, using their oil supplies and investments to help them develop their
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space program in coordination with NASA and private American space agencies. Since the UAE
and Saudi Arabia have become relatively independent from natural gas revenue, they have
attempted to transform their respective nations into ‘corporate paradises’ as Saudi Arabia created
an ultra-futuristic metropolis called Neom and opened hundreds of Red Sea beach tourism spots.
After the Saudis and Americans led a deadly genocide in Yemen, murdering millions of people at
a time, Yemen has become a Saudi colony, with the Yemeni people becoming de facto
servant-slaves to Saudi society. Despite human rights being in shambles, Arabia, on the backs of
cheap migrant laborers, has been propelled to the forefront of the space race. The remainder of
the Near East is relatively poor and almost all of its nations have essentially transformed into
puppet-states of the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
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